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ERRATA. 


Wt J. 5. of verſe 18. for a ayia, read & . L. 4. of 
ſe 21. 5 old, read Cod. laſt line but 4. after ſays, dele 


of tt. 
Page 6. After intended, begin a new aragraph- 
Page 8. 1, _ Dele the comma after whereas. 1, penult. for 


promiſe of coming, read promiſe of his coming. 
Page q. I. 24. After nigh, for a comma put a ſemicolon. 


Page 11. I. 6. For as even 4 , read a WY aſe. l. oy. for 
e read ach. 

Page 12. l. 8. For enforce, read 8 'L 15, 16 and = read 
4 fay that, as what is ſaid verſe the third, is plainly brougæ 
to give weight to the tauo verſes /preceding it, it would, Le. 

I. 21. after but, dele that. 
Page 14. l. 8. Dele [the e 1. 19 and 20. for contraction, 


read contradiction 
Page 16. 1. 14. For or . int the 8 perfee, read. or #n x the 


future perfeck tenſe. 
Page 17. I. 11. For indiſpoſition, read in @ diſpoſition. 'F 13. 
Jave them, ſhould be in Italics. 1. 27. for #ZoJy, read SC. 
Page 18. 1 4. After Iſrael, for a comma put a ſemicolon. 1. 17, 


for ? maT, read: EVIQUTSs LE 45 
Page 21. 1. 28, Dele the comma after os 


Page 24. l. __ For @woÞ3o;, read PwoPopoc. 

Page 26. l. 5. Read zo Mu” of . 6 

Page zo. l. 88 For believed, read heard. In the note 1. 
and 3. For ſolutione deducitus, cum expoſitzo, read * 


deducitur, cum expoſitio. 
Page 31. I. 2. For yet he knew, cond er knew. I. 3. for the pro- 


Pzhecy, read it. 
Page 32. I. 12. For pr ececding, read preceding. Page 33. l. 5 

of the note, for profitable, read profitable. | 
Page 34. J. 5. After 1 a comma put a ſemicolon. 
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For we have not 
followed cunningly de- 
viſed fables, when we 


made known unto you 


the power and coming 
of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, but were eye- 


witneſſes of his majeſty. 
For he received 


from God the Father 


honour and glory, 


when there came ſuch 


a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed. 
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And this voice 8 


came from heaven we 


_ heard, when we were 


with him in the _ 


mount. 


We have alſo a more 
ſure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that hin- 
eth in a dark place, 


until the day dawn, 
and the day-ſtar ariſe 


in your hearts. 
Knowing this firſt, 
that no prophecy of 
the ſcripture is of any 
private interpretation: 
For the prophecy 
came not in old time 
by the will of man; 
but holy men of Gta 
ſpake as they were 


moved by the Hol 
Ghoſt. l 


T HIS epiſtle, by what St. PeTzR 
himſelf ſays ie ch. i. 14. Knowing 
that ſtorth I muſt put off this my taber- 
nacle, was written but a very little time before 
his death ; which happened under the emperor 
Nero, towards the end of his reign, about the 

| . Year 


N 
year of Chriſt 67, two or three years before 
JO was inveſted by Titus, and twenty 
years according to the Romanifts, (which 
opinion alſo Dr. Hammond follows,) thirteen 
according to Mr. Dodwe/l, and only five or 
fix according to Dr. Wells and Dr. Witty, 
after penning his firit epiſtle. It was written, 
as ye learn from ch. iii. 1. to the very ſame 
perſons, to whom the firſt had been directed, 
7. e. to the converted Jews of the diſperſion, 
ſcattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, &c. (1 Pet. i. 1.); and one occaſion of 
it, nay, and a principal one, was to warn 
them againſt ſcoffers, on account of Chriſt's 
not being then come, (ch. iii. 110.) and 
to vindicate himſelf, and ſome other of the 
apoſtles, from the charge of falſhood and im- 
poſtureps in what they had taught and delivered 
concerning that important event : For, op 
he, ch. i. 16. we have not follewed cunningly 
qevijed fables, when we made known unto you 
and coming, or the powerful com- 
, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were eye 
W neſſes of his majeſty. When St. Peter ſays, 
evvtopiorape, we made known, in a preter tenſe, 
he neceſſarily refers us to ſomething he had 
faid before upon the ſame ſubject in his for- 
mer epiſtle; and whereas it is in the plural 
number, (contrary to his manner of expreſ- 
ſion, when be ſpeaks of himſelf only, as Is 
evident from ver. 12, 13, 14, 15, of this very 
Chapter) hence by, we, he myſt be ſuppoſed to 
B 2 


include 


(6) 


include what ſome of the other apoſtles of our 
Lord had delivered and foretold concerning 


the coming of Chriſt, (the ſubject in queſtion) 
as well as himſelf. The places referred to in 
his former epiſtle, amongſt others, ſeem to be 
ch. iv. 7. Haier de ro Thos , But the 
end of all things is at hand; and ver. 17. The 
time is come, that Judgent muſt begin at the 


houſe” of G; and if 7 yr begin at us, 


what fhall the end (ro Texoc) be of them that 


obey not the goſpel of God? Now if we con- 


fider the nature of theſe expreſſions, and com- 


pare them with ſome parallel places, we ſhall 
ſoon learn, what coming of Chrift the apoſtle 
here principally intended. The end of all things 


zs at hand, ſays he, (1 Pet. iv. 7.). Tis ob- 
ſerved by commentators, that «ys is not 


always to be taken univerſally, but ſometimes 
to be limited by the ſubject- matter; as where 


St. Paul tells the Corinthians, 1 Epiſt. x. 23. 
di por ezeew, All things are lawful for me; 

not all things indiſcriminately, but only the 
things he is there ſpeaking of; all meats might 


be lawfully eaten by him: and Mark iv. 34. 


He expounded all things to his di ſciples, i. e. 
ALL he had been teaching before in parables: 
and fo wil Y vt, does not neceſſarily 
mean the end of the world, but may ſignify 
only the end of the Jewiſh ſtate, which is 
emphatically called by our Saviour, Mark xiii. 7. 
To TE, the END ſhall not be yet, ſpeaking to 


ſome of his diſciples, who had aſked him, 
When 
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when the things ſhould be, mentioned ver. 2. 
of there not being left one ſtone upon another of 
the buildings of the temple that ſhould not be 
thrown down. And that this was actually the 
event, which St, Peter had in his eye, or at 
ſt firſt and principally, and not the final 
diflolution of all things, is evident from what 
{he affirms of it; the end of all things (Type) 
is at band. Tis remarked of the word eyyiGu *, 
that it ſignifies, both ſo to approach, that you 
are yet at ſome diſtance, though not very 
far off, as Matt. xxi. I. xa ore NY YC av eig TO 
leporoupuex, &c, And when they drew nigb 
unto Feruſalem, and were come to Bethphage 
unto the mount of Olives : and it alſo fignifies, 
ſo to approach, as to be in a manner there, 
or at the place, as Luke xii. 33. Where no 
thief approacbes (eic); and if ſpoken of time, 
and in the preter tenſe, to be juſt at hand, if 
not come, as Matt. xxvi. 45. Bebold the hour 
is at hand (1yymev 1 dpa, &c.) and the Son of 
man is betrayed, Moſt certainly the phraſe 
cannot be uſed of an event at any very great 
diſtance ; wherefore our Saviour, in his predic- 
tion of what ſhould befal Feruſalem, Luke : xxi. 


* EyyiGuv duo Spende primo, ſic appropinquare, ut 
adhuc abſis, & ſis non procul, ut Matt. xxi. 1 ſecundo, 
ſic appropinquare, ut coram adſis, & attingas, Wy Luc. xii. 
33. hinc paſſim pro accedere & advenire uſurpatur in 
evangelio; præſertim vero in præterito 575» ſignificat 
jam adveniſſe, & adeſſe. 

Lup, DE D Com. in quatuor Evang. 
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20, &c. and which accordingly happened 
about thirty ſeven years after his death, never 
fays of it himſelf, Ze or iy, it ap- 
proaches, or is at hand; but only fixes ſome 
remarkable prognoſtics, by — when theſe 


ſhould happen, it might then be known to 


be at hand; particularly, the beſieging of 


Ferujalem ; in ben you ſhall ſee Teruſalem 


compaſſed with armies, then know, the deſola- 
tion thereof is nigh, (,,: parallel to 
which is Matt, xxiv. 33. When ye ſball fee all 
theſe things, know, that it is near, (eyyus ig 
or, he is near, even at the doors. On the 
contrary, having entered upon his public mi- 
niſtry, and begun to preach, he — Matt. iv. 
17. nyyue, &c. the kingdom of heaven, or the 
goſpel diſpenſation, is at hand. 


There are yet ſome other circumſtances, | 


which ſeem to determine the coming of Chriſt, 
in the text, to the vengeance he had threatened 
to execute on the Jew!) D nation; as that it is 
ſtiled, ch. ii. 1. r νννννν c απντπ b, ſaui ft, Or 
ſpeedy deſirut#1on ; that the power and coming 
of our Lord Fefus Chriſt here, is almoſt a pa- 
rallel expreſſion 20 be Son of man coming 
th power, in St. Matt. xxiv. 30. where he 
is unqueſtionably ſpeaking of the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, ſee the 15th and following verſes; 
and laſtly, that whereas, St. Peter mentions, 
ch. ii. 1. falſe teachers, and ch. iii. 4. ſcoffers, 
Jaying, where is the promiſe of "ming + ? and 


ch. ii. 9. a notable diferimination that was to 
be 
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"7 
be made between the godly and the unrighteons, 


the believing and unbelieving Fews, The Lord 


knows how- to deliver the godly, &c. Hence it 
can hardly be queſtioned, but he had in view 
thoſe ſeveral expreſſions of our Saviour relating 
to the deſtruction of the Fews, Matt. xxiv. 24. 
There ſball arife falſe Ehrifts and falſe prophots; 
and Matt. xxiv. 40. Then ſhall two be in the 


feld, the one ſhall be taken, and the other left; 


and Luke xviii. 8. When the Son of man cometh; 


ſhall he find faith upon the earth ? The point 


of doctrine then, here to be vindicated, was, 
as I apprehend, the coming of Chriſt in power 
to take vengeance on the unbeheving Jes; 
and which he had intimated in his former 


_ Epiſtle was near upon being accomplithed, 


The end of all things is at hand, ch. iv. 7. And 
to the like effect St. James had ſpoken, who 
wrote his epiſtle much about the ſame time; 
if not the very ſame year, in which St. Peter 
penned his former one. He likewiſe, to com- 
fort the perſecuted Chriſtians, tells them, 
ch. v. 8. 1\rapevic v wopis 1yyne, the coming of 
the Lord draws nigh; and ver. g, The gadge 


lands before the door ; which certainly denotes 


an event very near at hand. And St. Paul, be- 
fore either of them, tells the Theſſalonians 
1 Epiſtle ii. 14, 15, 16. that they al had faf- 


fered hike things of their oven countrymen, as the 
churches of God, which in Juea are in Chrift 


Jeſus, had of the Fews; who both killed the 
Lord Feſus and their o prophets, and have 
| | Her- 


(0). 
-ſecuted us, viz. his apoſtles——————forbid- 
ding us lo ſpeak to the Gentiles, that they might 


be ſaved, to fill up their fins always, for the 
wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſt : in 


the latter part of which paſſage, &varaypara: 


cc reg “rig, &c. to fill up their fins al- 


ways, &c. St. Paul evidently has his eye upon 


that of our Saviour, Matt. xxiii. 32—36. xat 


Upeis WAmpoud]e, &c. Fill ye up then the meaſure 
of your fathers ---- behold I ſend you prophets---- 
and fome of them ſhall ye kill and crucify ----- 
that upon you may come all the righteous blood 


ſhed upon the earth from the blood of righteous 


Abel ----- verily I ſay unto you, all theſe things 


all come upon this generation. This prediction, 


St. Paul tells the Theſſalonians, the Fews had 
then fulfilled ; and by fulfilling it, had filled 
up the meaſure of their fins; ſo that they were 
ripe for vengeance, and the time was in a 
manner come, and within a very little while 
the wrath of God would moſt certainly over- 
take them, to deſtroy their church and nation 


£5 Teac to the uttermoſt, till there was an end 


of them, or till they ꝛwere conſumed, as the 
phraſe often imports. Thus we ſee, it was 
an argument very frequently uſed by the apoſtles 
to comfort the afflicted Chriſtians under their 
preſſures and troubles, (in which the Jews had 
a principal hand, and which they every where 


fomented againſt them) that a very ſignal 


vengeance and deſtruction awaited that peo- 
ple, and would very ſpeedily overtake them. 


But 


"C23 2 
But then, as this had been their language for 
ſome time; and as upon the loweſt- computa- 
tion there were five or fix years gone fince 
St. Peter wrote his firſt epiſtle, and the end 
not yet come: hence the faith of many waxed 
cold; and ſome went ſo far, as en to aſk 
in deriſion, ch. iii. 4. Say:ng, where is the 
promiſe of his coming? and to treat the whole, 
as cunningiy deviſed fables, mere amuſements 
to keep up the fainting ſpirits of the poor per- 
ſecuted Chriſtians. At firſt fight, indeed, the 
paſſage now referred to in the zd chapter 
ſhould ſeem to reſpect a time ſubſequent to 
the apoſtle's age; for it is expreſſed in the 
future tenſe, as ſomething that ſhould happen 
in the laſt days, ver. 3. Knowing this firſt, that 
there ſhall come in the laſt days ſcoffers. But 
this objection ſoon vaniſhes, if you conſider, 


Firſt, That the apoſtle, in his reply to it, 
treats it as made then, and anſwers it in the 
preſent tenſe, for ibis they are willingly ignorant 


of, Kc. Ver. 5. 


Secondly, That the phraſe &7 iryars ra 
1pepay, in the laſt deys, (equivalent to which 
is, aywov peernuv, the world, or age, to come, 
Heb. vi. 5. and Tx TEAY 100 c the ends of the 
world, or laſt of the ages, .1 Cor. x. 11.) is 
applicable to the whole goſpel diſpenſation, and 
might as truly be ſpoken of the time in which 


St. Peter lived, as of any ſubſequent time ha 
C the 


(12) 
the goſpel-ceconomy ; and accordingly St. Paul 
who is ſuppoſed to have writ his epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, A. D. 63. particularly applies it to 
his own times, calling them, En e N 1 
ef rr, in theſe laß days, i. I: 


Thirdly, That, as what is faid ver. 3. Know- 
ing this fi, that there ſhall come in the laſt 
=. ſeoffers, Fc. is brought to enforce what 
St. Peter had declared, ver. 1, 2. to be the 
general deſign of his writing this epiſtle, vi. 
To ir up their pure minds "by way of remem- 
brance, that they might be mindful of the words, 
wich were ſpoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us, the apoſtles of 
the Lord and Saviour; ] ſay, as what is ſaid, 
the third 1s plainly brought to give weight to 
the ſecond verſe preceding it, that it would 
go but a little way towards anſwering this 
purpoſe. to tell them, that in after-times, per- 
haps many ages to come,  /coffers ſhould arije, 
&c. but that it might have a very good effect, 
to apprize them, "that even then they were 
expected, and were actually come, and, con- 
ſequently, ought to be gude againſt. And 
therefore, 


Fourthly, That the future time here men- 
tioned, was chiefly and principally in reference 
to what had been before taught, both by the 
prophets of old, and by Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
| 1 tt. w. 12. 2 Theſſ. ll. 3.) 
of 


( 13 ) 

of ſcoffers that ſhould come, and 4 a 48 
tion or falling away; and who, according to 
theſe predictions, as St. Peter reminds thoſe 
he writes to, were now come; and, as is 
plainly intimated, ch. iii. 17. had led away 
ſome by their wicked errors, and occaſioned 
them 7 fall from their fiedfaſineſs. And in 
like manner we mult interpret what is ſaid, 
ch. ii. 1. There ſhall be falſe teachers among 
you, as future, only with reſpect to what had 
been foretold ; or, at leaſt, as taking in the 
then preſent times of Chriſtianity, as well as 
the future: for of theſe very perſons it is ſaid, 
ver. I. in the preſent tenſe, that they ring 
upon themſelves ſwift deſirufiim ; and ver. 3. 
that their judement lingeretb not, and ther 
damnation flumbereth not. And the reaſon I 
have taken notice of this ſo particularly, is, 
that hereby we are ſtill farther convinced of 
the main drift of this epiſtle : which was to 
caution the faithful againſt ſcoffers, that were 
then already come, as had been foretold ; and 
had made the coming of Chriſt, and what the 
apoſtles had delivered upon that head, a prin- 
cipal ſubject of their raillery. 

Let us next ſee how St. Peter vindicates 
himſelf from the ſcoffs of theſe men, who 
treated, 2s cunnuzly deviſed fables, what he 
and ſome other of the apoſtles had taught of 
the coming of Chriſt, in a judicial capacity; 
not only to judge the noel in the laſt day, 
but alſo to punith the impenitent Ic now in 
2 thort 
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a ſhort time. In the firſt place, he denies, 


that theſe were any devices of theirs, or any 
ſtratagems to deceive, when they made known 
the power and coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 

for that he, and ſome other of the apoſtles, 

were eye—roitneſſes of his Majeſly *, when they 
were with him in the holy mount , and faw 
be cheechina! the ſhining cloud, or excellent 
o/ory , the ſymbol of the Heine preſence ; ; 
* allo heard the voice that came from it, 
bearing a moſt ſatisfactory atteſtation, This 1s 


my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 


Commentators are generally agreed, that 
this paſſage alludes to our Saviour's transfigura- 
tion on a mountain in Galilee, at which Pecer, 
and James, and Joln, were preſent. 

Grotius indeed, for a very evident reaſon 


(becauſe he denies St. Peter to have been the 


author of this epiſtle) is forced, in contra- 
ction to his better judgment, as delivered 


in his annotations on the hiſtory of the 


transfiguration, Matt. xvii, to refer it to 
John X11. 28. when, in anſwer to our Saviour's 


petition, Father, glorify thy name ; there came 


a vice from heaven, ſaying, I have both glori- 


feed it, and will glorijy it again. This he ſup- 


poſes to be ſpoken in the temple, which ſtand- 
ing on mount M9r:ah, might be the holy mount 
reterred to in the text; and farther, that it 


was in the hearing of Simeon or Simon, after- 
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wards biſhop of Feruſalem, and ſucceſſor of 
James the brother of our Lord. But ſup- 
_ poſing theſe words were ſpoken in the temple, 


which does not certainly appear; yet there is 


not the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon to ſay, that 
Simeon was then preſent ; neither is there any 


mention in St. 70hn of a magnificent glory or 


majeſty, of which the ſtanders-by were eye- 
witneſſes; nor are the words themſelves the 
ſame, as thoſe. ſaid to be heard in this epiſtle. 
Whereas every circumſtance of the account 
here agrees with the ſtory of the transfigura- 
tion; the words ſpoken upon the occaſion 
are\ the very ſame ; notice is taken in both 
places of a ſhining cloud or viſible glory ; in 
both the ſcene of action is a mountain; and 


what is moſt conſiderable of all, as ſhall be 


ſhewn preſently, the topic of converſation both 


here and there, was the power and coming of 


Chriſt : from all which we may fairly collect, 
and indeed it affords a very good internal proof, 
that the writer of this epiſtle was one of the 
three diſciples that Chriſt took up into the 
mount with him at his transfiguration ; and that 
St, Peter here is endeavouring to prove his 


point by what himſelf and the other two ſaw and 


heard upon that occaſion. But here it is natural 
to aſk, wherein does the ſtrength of St. Peter's 
evidence conſiſt? He would prove, he had not 
| followed cunningly deviſed fables, when he made 
known the power and coming of Chriſt, becauſe 
he was an eye-witneſs of bis maje/fy and glory 
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on the mount, and heard à voice there atteſting 
him to be the beloved Son of God. Now a 
perſon might have ſeen and heard all that was 
tranſacted there, and yet not have had a compe- 
tent authority to declare a particular future event, 
as this of the coming of Chrift was. Let us 
ſee then in what manner theſe two things are 
to be connected. Tis very remarkable, that 
each of the three accounts of Chriſt's transk- 
guration, as given by St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
and St. Luke, are prefaced with our Lord's 
ſaying ; Perily Jay unto you, there be ſome 
Handing here, which ſhall not taſte death, till 
they ſee, or rather in the future- perfect, till 
they ſhall have ſeen, the Son of man coming in 
his kingdom, Matt. xvi. 28; or, according to 
St. Mark ix. I. Till the Y have ſoen the kingdom 
cf God come with poreer ; or, as St. Luke varies 
it, ch. ix. 27. Till they ſee the kingdom of God; 
which words, though they ſeem to have 
had their fulleſt completion in the apoſtle 
St. John, who ſurvived the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem many years; yet in all the three places, 
being expreſſed in the plural number, I cannot 
but think, that in a certain ſenſe, and in part, 
they were alſo fulfilled in the other two di- 
ſciples, in what they ſaw and heard upon the 
mount: the bonour and glory, which Chritt there 
received jrom God the Father, when his face did 
ſhine as the fun and his raiment was white and 
gliflerins, being probably intended to give the 
diſciples a kind of image and repr clentation of his 

| future 


(17) 

future glorious kingdom, in which he was then 
inſtated, as in a viſion ; and which, as it was ſoon 
to take place, and actually did commence at his re- 
ſurrection; ſo this faint glimpſe and adumbration 
of it was a kind of prophetic aſſurance and con- 
firmation, to the perſons preſent with our Lord 
at that time, of the things he had told them 

a few days before, of his being ſhortly to come, 
even in the life-time of ſome of the ſtanders- 
by, to make a fignal difference between ſuch 
as were willing, or in | diſpoſition to boſe their 
lives for his ſake; and ſuch, as at all hazards 
would fave them, (for this alſo is a part of the 
context in all the Evangeliſts) ; which as it was 
one inſtance of his judicial authority, or, of 
the kingdom of God coming with power; ſo was 
it remarkably fulfilled at the ſiege and taking 
of Feruſjalem, And this argument, viz. of 
its being one deſign of the transfiguration to 
give the diſciples a hint of Chritt's kingdom of 
power, that was ſhortly to come; and in which 
he was then inſtated, as in a figure; ſtill re- 
ceives an additional ſtrength, if we conſider, 
that the ſubject of diſcourſe betwixt Chriſt, and 
Moſes, and Elias, upon the mount, probably 
3 8 this very point. St. Luke ſays, 
= 3 "EAzyov Ty e-o0dov aus, they ſpate 
bis FO of his Exodus, or departure. 
1 he word sg, though it be acknowledged 
ſometimes to import no more than an exit or 
death, as 2 Pet. i. 15. Ae 7 64 odor, 
Io my deceafe ; yet it 1s as true, that it is alſo 
ſome- 


( 18 ) 
ſometimes uſed with a greater latitude, as 
Heb. xi. 22. By faith Tofe ph, when be died, 
made mention æep˙ rig zoos, &c. of the = 
parting of the children f fac, and accord- 
ingly, this word gives title to a book of ſcrip- 
ture; and Gfotius is of opinion, that in the 


lace now under conſideration, it has an allu- | 


fion to the Exodus or departure of the 1/rael:tes 
out of Egypt ; which was a complicated event, 
and does not barely fignify their departure from 
thence, but includes in it ſome of the moſt 
remarkable circumſtances which attended it, 
particularly the deſtruction of the Egvptians, 
and deliverance of God's people : analogous to 
which the Exodus or departure of Chriſt, «hich 
he ſhould accompliſh at Feruſalem, (and which, 
as I ſhall ſhew preſently, was the buſineſs diſ- 
courſed between Chriſt, and Moſes, and Elias,) 
may very well be ſuppoſed to take in, not 
merely the ſingle event of the crucifixion there; 
bar the ſeveral branches and conſequences of 
it, of which Teruſalem was to be the ſcene, 
as well as of his death. And what will far- 
ther warrant us in uſing the word with ſuch a 
latitude, is, that it is ſo uſed, Exod. xxili. 16. 
where the end of the year is ſtiled by the ſeventy 
£Z0005 e ev, not a particular day, but a con- 
tinuation of time, or a ſeaſon. 
To elucidate this matter ſtill farther; com- 
are what is here intimated in a ſingle word, 
with what is more plainly implied in that queſ- 


tion of the diſciples to their * Matt. xvii. 
10. 


(19) | 

10. as they came down from the mountain, 
Why then ſay the ſcribes, that Elias muſt firſt 
come? which, that it was not an impert nent 
queſtion, or that the ſcribes did not ſay it 
without good grounds, is plain by the ſatis- 
faction Chriſt was pleaſed to give it in the 
two following verſes: Elias truly ſhall first 
come = - but I jay unto you that Elias is 
come already. But firſt come before what? 
Why, to be ſure, before ſome remarkable pe- 
riod or other; which, from their manner of 
putting the queſtion, they ſeem convinced was 
now approaching, but only they could not 
reconcile the nearneſs of it with Euas (as 
they apprehended) not being yet come. Now 
the period, before which it was aſſerted by 
the ſcribes, upon the authority of the Old 
Teſtament, That Elias muſt firſt come, was the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord, mentioned 
by the prophet Malachi ch. iv. 5. Behold, 1 
del ſend you Elijah the prophet before the com- 
ing of the great and terrible dav of the Lerd: 
and as our Saviour has interpreted this Elijah 
to be John the Baptiſt, Marr. xvii. 13. called 
Elijah or Elias, becauſe he came in the ſpirit 
and power of Elias, Luke i. 17. and reſembled 
him in his offices; hence this neceſſarily de- 
termines the great event he was to precede, to 
be, not the coming of the Lord at the laſt 
day, but only his coming to execute judgment 
on the Jewiſhb nation; which, becauſe it was 


an eminent type of the former, and very ter- 
D rible 


\ 


(2) 


rible b its kind, is therefore frequently, i in the 


figurative ſtile of the prophets, conceived in 
words that denote the general diſſolution of all 
things: though as to the place in Malachi, the 
three firſt verſes of the chapter, For behold the 
day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven, and all 
the proud, eq, and all that do wickedly ſhall be 
flubble But unto you that fear my name, 

ſhall the Son of righteouſneſs ariſe with healing 
in his wings — and ye ſhall tread down the 
avicked, for they ſhall be gf under the ſoles of 
your feet ; ——— theſe words evidently ſhew, 


that only a particular judgment was here in- 


tended, which ſhould come upon the unbe- 
lieving Jews; whilſt the faithful and upright 
ſhould eſcape that deſolation: which was moſt 
extraordinarily verified, when, upon the takin 

of the city and temple of Jeruſalem by the 
Roman army under Titus, the Chriſtian Jews 
(being alarmed and forewarned by a former 


ſiege, which was on a ſudden raiſed, as it 


ſhould ſeem, by a ſpecial act of Providence, 
without any viſible cauſe) took that oppor- 
tunity of fleeing out of Teruſakm; ſo that 
when Titus came ſome months after and be- 
ſieged the city, there were no Chriſtians re- 
maining in it. See Fuſeb. Eccl. hi/t. lib. 3. c. 5. 

For certain then, this firſt coming of the 
Lord, with the effects and conſequences of it, 
was the period intended by the diſciples, be- 
tore which they thought Elias was to come 


and nothing but the a of this being 
the 


| (21) 
the ſubject of diſcourſe upon the mount could | 
account for, or give riſe to their queſtion; as 
they came down from it, Why then ſay the 
ſcribes that Elias muſt firſt come? And by this 
time, I think, it appears pretty plain, why 
St. Peter alledges in the text, the glory and 
majeſiy of Chriſt, which he ſaw upon the 
mount, as a proof of his power and coming, that 
was ſhortly to commence, in which he would 
exerciſe his kingly authority in the deſtruction 
of his enemies and deliverance of his faithful 
ſervants ; the reaſon, I ſay, he alledges it upon 
this occaſion, is, becauſe it was That, by which 
he was able to make known with certainty 
| the power and coming of Chriſt to them; as 
having had a particular revelation of it, having 
by way of viſion ſeen Chriſt ſolemnly inſtated 
in his kingdom of glory, having been a witneſs 
to the converſation held upon the mountain 
about this very point, and heard the whole in 


a moſt awful manner confirmed by a voice from 


heaven, declaring Jeſus to be the Son of God, 
and injoining the diſciples to hearken to him, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well plea- 
ſed, hear ye him, Matt. xvii. [= 

But then, as this evidence of the apoſtle, at 
the time of his writing this epiſtle, was no 
other ways convincing, than, as thoſe whom 
he wrote to were perſuaded of his veracity ; (for 
the event was yet unaccompliſhed ; which be- 
cauſe it had been declared by this very apoſtle 
ſome time ago to be near at hand, but was not 


1 yet 


(22) 


yet come; hence, as I obſerved above, many 


grew very impatient, and were in danger of 


falling from their ſtedfaſtneſs, (2 Pet. iii. 17.) 


and ſome even proceeded ſo far as to ſcoff at 


this doctrine, and to rank it among cunningly 


deviſed fables for the ſupport of the goſpel;) 
wherefore, to corroborate his own teſtimony, he 
calls in the aid of prophecy ; which he knew 
would be readily acknowledged by all Jeus in 
general: ua tyoue Gecamrepov Tov WeoOnTMQY. 
Aoyer, ſays he, ver. 19. We have alſo a more 


ſure word of prophecy. The prophecies alluded 


to are probably thoſe of Malachi above cited; 
and that of Joel ii. 1. Let all the inhabitants of 
the land tremble, for the day of the Lord cometh, 
for it is nigh at band; and to be ſure that of the 
prophet Daniel, ch. ix. 27. applied by our 
blefled Saviour to this very occaſion ; be ſhall 
cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, and for 
the overſpreading of abominations, or, as the 
margin reads it, with the abominable armies, 
be ſhail make it deſolate even until the conſum- 
mation. But why does the apoſtle fay, wwe have, 
BeEmiwrepar, a more ſure word ? Can any thing 
be ſurer than the evidence of miracles ? Can 
any proof be ſtronger, than to have the de- 
monſtration of our eyes and ears to aſcertain 
what we ſay ? Some taking the compariſon in 
this light, and being ſenſible of the inconve- 
nience that would follow from ſetting the evi- 
dence of miracles and prophecy in oppoſition 
to one another ; have thought it beſt to give 


up 


1 

up the compariſon, and to conſider the man- 
ner of expreſſion, only as a ſtrong way of af- 
firming ; as if he had ſaid, We have alſo a very 
ſure word of prophecy : and if there was occa- 
ſion for it, we might do ſo; nothing being 
more common than to put one degree of com- 
pariſon for another. Thus it is ſaid of the Athe- 
nians, Acts xvil. 21. That they ſpent their time 
in nothing elſe, but either to tell or to hear ſome 
NEW 7hing (xawoTepoy) : and when St. Paul ſays, 
1 Cor. xiii. 13. Now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
theſe three, but the GREATEST of theſe is cha- 
rity ; the original is only ye{wv, in the com- 
parative. But there is no need of any ſuch 
change of degree of compariſon here; for it is 
not the apoſtle's meaning, nor is1t the way of 
the inſpired writers to ſet one ſort of evidence 
againſt another : miracles and prophecy are 
two diſtinct proofs ; both of them demonſtra- 
tive in ſome circumſtances ; and as far as they 
are ſo, neither of them ſurer, or ſtronger than 
the other. But St. Peter's whole deſign was to 
vindicate himſelf and the other diſciples from 
the charge of undue artifice, in what they had 
advanced about the coming of Chriſt; for which 
purpoſe he, as it were, tells thoſe whom he 
addreſſes himſelf to, If our own teſtimony is 
not thought ſufficient by you; if you doubt 
* and call in queſtion the authority of us, the 
<« apoſtles of Chriſt ; we have yet ſomething 
** farther to offer, which we think you can- 

not object to: you have alſo the — 
| - cc 


Tis] 


*© of your own prophets for the certainty of the 
event now in queſtion, which teſtimony, 
„ we know, carries the higheſt weight and 
authority with you; we have this on our 
« ſide to give a concurrent teſtimony with our 
© own.” So that the compariſon lies between 
the word and teſtimony of St. Peter; which, 
however unreaſonably, was yet ſuſpected by 
ſome; and the word and teſtimony of pro- 
phecy, which was held authentic by all. Gro- 
tius gives another turn to this expreſſion, as if 
it were to be rendered thus, We have alſo the 
word of prophecy ſurer, making the compariſon 
to lie between the different ſtates of prophecy ; 
between prophecy unaccompliſhed, and the 
the ſame afterwards compleated : his words are, 
Sermo prophetarum habuit quidem ſemper apud 
nos auttoritatem : at nunc mulis majorem habet, 
ex quo videmus eventus tam pulchre congruere 
dictis de Mefſia, But this interpretation pro- 
ceeds upon a ſuppoſition, that St. Peter was 
not the author of this epiſtle; and that it was 
written after the ſubverſion of the Jewiſh ſtate; 
when the power and coming of Chriſt, as to 
that particular event, had been manifeſted: 
which is contrary to the tenor of the whole 
epiſtle, as well as to the words that imme 
diately follow, Ibereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light, (ixvw,) : the word pro- 
perly ſignifies a lr, and ought to be tranſ- 
| lated ſo here, it ſtanding in oppoſition to ques 
and OwoPopes, the day, and the day-ſtar; Unto 
g light that oo in a dark —_ until the 
day 


(25) 

day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts; 
Now whoſoever was the author of this epiſtle, 
he could never call a prophecy compleated, 

(as Erotius ſuppoſes this now to be) a light, or 
candle, ſhining in a dark place ; it would rather, 
to carry on the metaphor, be the dawning of 
the day, or the day-ſtar itſelf. 

But to proceed; St. Peter, having given 
this character of prophecy before its accom- 
pliſhment, that it was but an obſcure light, 
like that of a candle, which does not quite 
diſpel darkneſs from the place it ſhines in; had 
good reaſon to preſs it ſo ſtrongly, as he does, 
upon thoſe whom he writes to, that they would 
do ell to take heed, or attend to it: for the 
obſcurer things are, the more care and atten- 
tion they require, the more pains we muſt 
take to find out what their drift is, that we be 
not miſled by them. But as if he did not think 
even this ſufficient to excite and whet their 
attention; or left his countrymen ſhould object, 
that they could not ſee clearly, and at firſt view, 
the force of any prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment to evince that particular event then under 
conſideration, viz. the power and coming of 
Chriſt ; that therefore they might not expect 
more from prophecy unfulfilled, than was 
ever intended by it ; nor imagine the ſenſe and 
meaning even of what, for the preſent, was 
intended by it, to be always ſo obvious, that 
he that ran, could read it ; for this reaſon he 
lays it down, as a rule of prime conſequence, 

I ver. 


8 ( 26 ) Fla, 
ver. 20. Knowing this firſt, and which ought 
always to be kept in mind, when we ſet about 
to examine the prophetic writings, r. Tera 
Y ypuOns, lola ETINUTEWS & Vivre, ; ; that 
No pr opbec fer pture is of any private inter pre- 
tation. So our verſion renders it; though, I am 
afraid, this explication will hardly bear, or con- 
nect well, either with what goes before or fol- 
| lows; the want of duly confidering which 
connexion, is, I apprehend, the cauſe of fo 
many various expoſitions which have been given 
of this paſſage, and ſo few of them ſatisfactory. 
As to our tranſlation, Chat no prophecy, &c. 15 
of any private interpretation; as, idig, private, 
mult then ſtand in oppoſition to, 1 public; 
ſo the meaning muſt be, that no one ought to 
interpret ſcripture-prophecies according to his 
b own private opinion and judgment, but ſhould 
Ns ſubmit to the more ſolemn and public determi- 
. nations of the church. But meddling, as little as 
3 poſſible, with this controverſy here, 1 would 
4 only obſerve, 

Firſt. That this doctrine is not true in fact ; 
there being many inſtances in ſcripture of the 
J. | ule of private judgment in the application of 
# prophecies ; it was for this the Bercans are fo 
jp * honourably mentioned, Acts xvii. 11. and when 
bt our Saviour bade the Feus, John v. 39. Search 
3 the ſcriptures, he certainly ſuppoſed it was the 
1 duty of every one that heard him, and was ca- 
bt pable of it, to do it; but why ſhould they 
1 ſearch them, if, after all, it was not allowed them 
x to judge for themſelves 
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Secondly. 


(27 ) | 
Secondly. It is matter of queſtion, if the adjec- 
tive, ig, be ever uſed throughout the whole 
New Teſtament, in contradiſtinction to dunuᷣ %, 
and conſequently, whether it ever ſignifies, 
private; when uſed adverbially indeed it does, 
as Matt. xvii. 19. Then came the diſciples to 
Feſus apart (x idiazv;) but as an adjective, it 
has the ſignification of the reciprocal pronoun 
ſuus, fur, as Fohn i. 11. He came to his own, 
eig rd id, and his OWN, ol ww, received him 
not; and 1 Pet. iii. 1. Wives be in ſulection 
To your own huſbands, (idic; evopxow.) So that 
its oppoſite ſeems to be aaaorgog, alienus, an- 
other's. ; 


But thirdly. Admitting the phraſe would bear. 


to be rendered, not of any private interpretation; 
ſo far is this from being a reaſon or motive to 
inforce our /aking heed and being more atten- 
tive to prophecy, that it is really the contrary ; 
for we ſhould have leſs occaſion to attend to it 
ourſelves, if it were publicly and authenticly 
interpreted for us. Nor will it connect better 
with what comes after, ver. 21. for it matters 
nothing, as to the original of prophecy, whe- 
ther it be of private or public interpretation ; 
and yet St. Peter gives this as the reaſon, why 
prophecy is not id ermurews, becauſe it came 
not by the will of man, but holy men of God 
' ſhake as [they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Others, among whom are Grotius and Heinſius, 
have thought it would contribute to the clear- 
ing up of this paſſage, Ou was an alteration 
in 


r * 
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ver. 20. Knowing this firff, and which ought 
always to be kept in mind, when we ſet about 
to examine the prophetic writings, #7 ware 
TpoQnreic yprOns, 10:0; EMINUTEWG 8 vive ra. ; that 
No prophecy Jeripture is of any private interpre- 
tation. So our verſion renders it; though, I am 
afraid, this explication will hardly bear, or con- 
ne& well, either with what goes before or fol- 
tows; the want of duly conſidering which 
connexion, is, I apprehend, the cauſe of fo 
many various expoſitions which have been given 
of this paſſage, and ſo few of them fatisfactory. 
As to our tranſlation, that no prophecy, &c. ts 
of any private interpretation; as, icios, private, 
mult then ſtand in oppoſition to, dypooog, public; 
ſo the meaning mult be, that no one ought to 
interpret ſcripture-prophecies according to his 
own private opinion and judgment, but ſhould 
ſubmit to the more ſolemn and public determi- 
nations of the church. But meddling, as little as 

fible, with this controverſy here, I would 
only obſerve, | 

Firſt. That this doctrine is not true in fact; 
there being many inſtances in ſcripture of the 
uſe of private judgment in the application of 
prophecies ; it was for this the Bereans are fo 
honourably mentioned, Acts xvii. 11. and when 
our Saviour bade the Fews, John v. 39. Search 
the ſcriptures, he certainly ſuppoſed it was the 
duty of every one that heard him, and was ca- 
pable of it, to do it; but why ſhould they 
ſearch them, if, after all, it was not allowed them 
to judge for themſelves. : 


Secondly, 


"I * 
Secondly. It is matter of queſtion, if the adjec- 
tive, 4905, be ever uſed throughout the whole 
New Teſtament, in contradiſtinction to dypooios, 
and conſequently, whether it ever ſignifies, 
private ; when uſed adverbially indeed it does, 
as Matt. xvii. 19. Then came the diſciples to 
Feſus apart (ar idiav;) but as an adjective, it 
has the fignification of the reciprocal pronoun 
uns, Jar, as John i. 11. He came to his OWN, 
eig rd id, and his OWN, ol wr, received him 
not; and 1 Pet. iii. 1. Hives be in ſubjection 
"FO your OWN huſbands, (ids; vd gu.) 80 that 
its oppoſite ſeems to be Gs, alienus, an- 
other's. 
- "But thirdly. Admitting the phraſe would bear. 
to be reve not of any private interpretation ; 
ſo far is this from being a reaſon or motive to 
inforce our 7aking heed and being more atten- 
tive to prophecy, that it is really the contrary ; 
for we ſhould have leſs occaſion to attend to it 
ourſelves, if it were publicly and authenticly 
interpreted for us. Nor will it connect better 
with what comes after, ver. 21. for it matters 
nothing, as to the original of prophecy, whe- 
ther it be of private or public interpretation ; 
and yet St. Peter gives this as the reaſon, why 
prophecy is not idiag £r7urews, becauſe it came 
not by the will of man, but holy men of God 
ſpake as Ithey were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Others, among whom are Grotius and Heinſius, 
have thought it would contribute to the clear- 
ing ” of this paſſage, 1 was an alteration 
in 


(28) 

In the reading; and if, inſtead of ids eminvorus, 
we read idias enrnxeuotws, * from enipyer 3a, 
ſapervenire, invadere, to come upon, to invade 
as if the meaning was, that no prophecy of 
ſcripture was proprii inſtinétils, ſays Heinjius ; 

proprii impetũs, ſays Grotius; i. e. of its own 


Inſtinct or impulſe, what a man's own heart, or 


thoughts, or imagination, could ſuggeſt to him. 
But neither will this fatisfy our inquiry. To 
obſerve, that the word eryAevoi never occurs 
in the New Teſtament or Septuagint, may be 
thought too trivial ; but it is certainly of ſome 
moment to know, that this reading 1s not coun- 
tenanced by any copy or MS. whatever, Not 
that this is all the exception we have to it; for 
in the firit place, it deſerves a conſideration, 
whether to ſay any thing is, idiag e sg, 
be not a contradiction in terms : for that which 
is adventitious or ſuper-induced, as the word 
e750x0pm imports ; that which, as Scapula ſays, 
rolentie fignificationem incluſam habet, has vio- 


lence or power included in the notion of ; it ; and 


15 ſeldom uſed in the New Teſtament, but where 
it denotes a great power or extraordinary gift, 
as Luke i. 35. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall cox upon 
thee (emehtucerai) and xi. 22. But when a ſtronger 
than he ſhall COME, rev; THAT in the na- 
ture of it muſt be GANOT BUS or another's, and 
can never be applied to the thing it comes up- 
on, as idle, or its own. Secondly. If AE, be 


Heinſius reads eravows With an, e, ſtill deriving i it from the 
ſame verb. 


the 


( 29 ) 


the right reading, it would be hard t to aſſign a 
reaſon, why the apoſtle ſhould lay ſo much 
ſtreſs upon, and uſher in ſo emphatically, hnow- 
ing this firſt, what the very nature of the thing 
he was diſcourſing of ſuppoſed, that prophecy 
was not of its own inſtinct or ſuggeſtion. Could 
any Jeu want to be informed of this? or could 
he poſſibly entertain any other notion of pro- 
phecy, than that it was, Oeczvus-og, divinely 
inſpired, or by inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. iii. 
16. Beſides, as what we read in the 21ſt 
verſe, 1s intended as a proof of what is laid 
down in the verſe preceding it ; if that preced- 
ing verſe had treated of the original of prophe- 
cy, as eryatvoi;, ſuppoles it does; what would 
the proof in the 2 1ſt verſe amount to, but only 
a repetition, both negatively and poſitively, of 
the very ſame thing that had been affirmed be- 
fore. Retaining then the common reading, = 
us ſee what the true meaning of this text pro 


bably may be; No prophecy of the ſcripture is 


id , The word idog has already 
been explained, and ſhewn to ſtand in oppoſition 
in this place, not to dnpeocios, public, but to 
&AgT@o;, another's ; and therefore it muſt be 
rendered, owN. N 
Exidu i comes from æπαπ ed, ſolvere, expli- 
care, interpretari, to looſe, to unriddle, to 
explain; and is particularly applicable to things 
intricate and that carry a difficulty in them; 
hence Foſeph is ſaid, Gen. xli. 12. To each man 


according to his Sram he did interpret, (creaucs) 
1 | and 


* 
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(30) 
and St. Mark ſays, ch. iv. 34. But without a 
parable ſhake he not unto them, and when they 
deere alone, he EXPOUNDED all things to his di- 
ſerples, (em ut.) Analogous to this, *Emiauoy ® 
muſt ſignify, explicatio, ſolutio, interpretatio, 
the unravelling, explaining, or ſolution of an 
difficulty; a word highly proper for the ſub- 
ject in hand, viz. prophecy unaccompliſhed; 
which is for the moſt part obſcure, and eſpe- 
cially the predictions relating to goſpel-events : 
I ſay, for the moſt part, becauſe there is no 
occaſion to take oar# mpoPy/cic In the largeſt 
ſenſe ; it may very well be reſtrained- by the 
nature of the thing here ſpoken of; or the 
verſe might be rendered, every prophecy 1 
Seripture is not of 1ts own interpretation; which 
is allowing that ſome are; (as indeed ſome 
things predicted are ſo plain and intelligible, 
that we know preciſely beforehand, whenever 
"they ſhall be compleated, what it is we expect 
from them ; for inſtance, when during a fiege 
and time of great ſcarcity i in Samaria, the pro- 
phet Eliſba foretold, 2 Kings vii. 1. Thus ſaith 
4 Lord, to morrow about this time ſhall a mea- 
ſure of fine flower be ſold for a ſhekel, and two 
meaſures of tarley for a ſhekel in the gate of Sa- 
maria ; every one that believed this prophecy, 


CY 


* Ut apud Latinos verbum E æplicandi a plicarum evolu- 
tione; ita apud Græcos *Erizvais a vinculorum ſolutione 
deducitug cum expr/ztzo fit velut nodi alicujus ſolutio. 
GRE. in loc. 


although 


( N 


although he did not know the manner in which 
it would be accompliſhed, yet he knew ex- 
actly the contents of the prophecy, and what 
mult be done, to reckon it duly compleated.) 
But though ſome are thus eaſy and intelligible, 
others are not : of which latter fort are thoſe 
relating to the coming of Chriſt ; which being 
delivered at a great diſtance of time from the 
event, and often having a double ſenſe, (as 
the abomination of deſolation, ſpoken of by the 
prophet Daniel, and applied by our Saviour, 
Matt. xxiv. 15. to the deſtruction of Feruſa- 
lem by the Roman armies, is thought primarily 
to belong to times nearer the prophet's own ; 
and to have been fulfilled in part by Antiocbus 
Epipbanes; ſee Dan. viii. 11, 12, 13. and 
1 Maccab. i. 44—64.) ; hence I ſay it comes, 
that ſuch prophecies as theſe are involved in 
obſcurity, and are by no means id E , 
of their own explication or interpretation : they 
can only be fully cleared up by the event; and 
though they may afford ſome light, even be- 
fore their ultimate completion, yet it is only 
to thoſe that take heed to it, that ſearch and 
examine the ſcriptures of the prophets, what 
their drift and meaning is: but the ignorant, 
or unattentive may eaſily overlook their inten- 
tion, and not diſcover that degree of conviction 
they are capable of, and were deſigned to give; 
and inſtead of having their faith ſtrengthened 
by them, their hopes raiſed, their fears duly 


alarm- 


(32) 

alarmed, and their curiofity excited, may turn 
them into occaſions of ſcoffing and ridicule ; 
which was the very caſe of ſome of thoſe with 
whom St. Peter had to do; and in this fenſe 


we mult take that of Daniel, ch. xii. 10. None 
of the wicked fhall under and, but the wiſe ſball 


underſtand. What ſtill adds weight to the ex- 


planation of lg £ , as given above, is, 
that it makes the connexion very clear between 
this verſe and the former; this latter being 
brought as it were in aid, more ſtrongly to 
inforce the caution given in the verſe preceed- 
ing it, that they would do well 20 take heed 
unto the word of prophecy, as unto a light that 


ſhineth in à dark place; for unleſs they did ſo, 


and gave particular attention to it, they might 
either ſee no meaning at all, or miſtake the 


true one; the ſenſe oftentimes lying very deep, 


and the prophecy not carrying its own ſolution 
along with it. 

But here, becauſe a queſtion might ariſe, and 
it might be natural to aſk ; why then was the 
word of prophecy given 0 obſcurely? why did 
not the prophets deliver themſelves more intel- 
ligibly, that the reader might never have been 
at a ſtand, or obliged to look for their meanin 
under the covert of figurative expreſſions, = | 
dark repreſentations? Now in anſwer to this, 
he tells us, ver. 21. and which at the fame 
time is the reaſon, why prophecy cannot always 
explain itſelf, or unfold its own meaning; for 


prophecy 


— — ; e 
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( 33 ) 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; 
but holy men of God ſpake as they were moved, or 
rather, ſpake being moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
The meaning of which was not barely * to tell 
the Jews, that prophecy had not man, but 
God for its author; and that every inſpired per- 
ſon ſpake by the particular impulſe and direc- 
tion of the Spirit of God; for though this was 
ind:ſputably true, yet it proved nothing in the 
preſent caſe; and beſides, the 7ews, to a man, 
believed as much, who held their prophets in 
the higheſt veneration, and had no other no- 
tion of prophecy, but as the gift of God; and 
would not allow any thing, but what came 

„5 5 | from 


* It makes a great difference, whether any thing is af- 
armed for its own ſake, or for the ſake of any thing that 
is to be inferred from it: as when St. Paul tells Timathy, 
2 Epiſtle iii. 16. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of Goa, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; the thing he means there to in- 
culcate, is not ſo much the divine inſpiration of the books 
of the Old Teſtament, as the profitable uſe that was to be 
made of them, confeſſing them to be ſuch: accordingly 
Dr. Hammond, in his marginal reading upon that place, 
renders the words, @zwawur; g wPipos being inſpired by 
God is alſo profitable; and fome verſions leave out the 
copulative particle, x, as if it was to be tranſlated, all 
writings that are of divine inſpiration are profitable, &c. 
And ſo here, after St, Peter had confirmed his own teſti- 
mony by the word of prophecy, and ſtiled this latter G- 
reo, he would never after that, have formally gone about 
to prove the divine origin of that prophetic word, which of 
courſe was to be ſuppoſed, to make his own argument of 

| any 


THY 
from him, to deſerve that name : but his mean- 
ing is, that the prophets of old did not pro- 
pheſy when, and as often, and as much, as they 
pleaſed ; but only at ſuch times, and in ſuch 


manner and proportion, as God pleaſed, which 


is the very thing the author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews ſays, God, who at ſundry times and in 
divers manners ſpake in lime paſt unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken 
unto us by his Son, Heb. 1. 1. In a word, that 
the ſpirit was not ſubject to the prophets, but 


the prophets wholly under the power and in- 


fluence of the ſpirit. And hence it came to 
paſs, that not only the hearers, to whom the 
prophets ſpake, frequently did not underſtand 


any validity.: and if he had done it, it would neither have 
proved prophecy to be of its own interpretation, nor diſ- 


proved it; for notwithſtanding the divine original of pro- 


phecy, both parts of this propoſition are true, that prophe- 
cies ſometimes do, and ſometimes do not, carry their own 
explication in them. The only reaſon therefore, why he 
could make any mention here of the original of prophecy, 
was in order to what was to be inferred from it, v:z. that as 
prophecy had not its riſe from, or never came by the wil! 
of man, but holy men of God ſpate as they were moved, or 
carried, by the Holy Ghoſt; fo, for that reaſon they were 
neceſſarily confined to the dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
could go no farther, either as to matter, or manner, or 
any other circumſtance attending prophecy, than he would 
give them leave: and this contains a ſufficient anſwer to 
any cavil that might be made to the obſcurity of ſome 
prophecies ; and accounts for their not being perfectly un- 
derſtood, till interpreted by the event; even becauſe the 
Holy Spirit intended it ſo. 


L 
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the import of the viſion or prophecy ſent to 
them, as Fzeh. xx. 49. Then ſaid I, Ab Lord 
God, they ' ſay of me, doth be not [peak parables ? 
but what is ſtill more, even the prophets them- 
ſelves ſometimes had not the interpretation of 
their own prophecies vouchſafed to them; as 
Dan. xi. 8, 9. And ] heard, but J under ſtood 
not : then ſaid I, O my Lord, what ſhall be the 
end of theſe things ? And he ſaid, go thy way, 
Daniel, for the ms are cloſed up and ſealed, 
fill the time of the end. And if this was the 
caſe, then is here a ſufficient reaſon of what was 
ſaid at the 20th verſe, that all prophecy of the 
ſeripture is not of its own interpretation; even 
becauſe God for wiſe reaſons, was pleated to 
reſtrain it; to limit it to what was neceflary for 
railing the attention, and keeping up the faith 
and hope of good men in their expectations of 
the Meſſias, and ſerving other ends of Divine 
Providence in adminiſtring the affairs of the 
church; and not to indulge a vain curioſity, 
and grant men a wanton exerciſe of the pro- 
phetic gift: the inference from which was, 
that they ought to be contented with ſuch 
degrees of light and knowledge (though no 
more than that F a light ſhining in a dark 
place) as God thought fit to communicate un- 
to them, and to wait for the fuller evidence 


from prophecy, till the completion of the 


event: though as to the eyent in queſtion, 
enough had been revealed already by the pro- 
PF phets 


(36) 

phets of old ; ad. as the criſis drew nearer, 
confirmed by "Chriſt and his apoſtles, to pre- 
ſerve the faithful converts, to whom St. Peter 
addreſſed this epiſtle, from being ſeduced 
by ſcoffers, and to fatisfy any that would give 
themſelves the trouble to attend to it, that 
he and the other apoſtles had of followed | 
cunningly-deviſed fables, when they made known 
10 them the power and coming of our Lord 


js Grip. 


Wag? 
n will be publiſhed, beautifuly printed in Tuo 
Volumes Octavo, 


A Compleat Collection of the To RACTS 
written and publiſhed by the late truly learn- 


* * „ * 
N. 2 
® . 


| ; ed and pious 

1 =. „ 

5 10 H N JE FF ER T, D. D. 
45 = _ x of NoRWICH. 


